
NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 28, 2018  

Contact: Katrina McGivern  
Director of Policy & Public Affairs 

Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved 
785-233-8483 

 

 

KAMU Awarded Federal Navigator Grant  
Money used to continue Outreach and Enrollment in Health Insurance Marketplace 

 
Topeka — The Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved (KAMU) is pleased to announce it will continue to assist 
Kansans in understanding and accessing health insurance through the federally-facilitated Marketplace -- also known as 
the Exchange. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has awarded KAMU a Federal Navigator Grant of 
$200,000 to continue to support the Cover Kansas project – a team of certified Navigators who work to close the health 
insurance coverage gap for more than 110,000 Kansans with income levels between 100 and 400 percent of the Federal 
Poverty Level.  
 

KAMU has been a recipient of the Federal Navigator Grant program since its inception in 2013, in conjunction with the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). “While funding for the Cover Kansas Navigator project will be 
significantly less this year than in years past, we will build upon lessons learned during the first five years to raise 
awareness about the Marketplace, as well as provide accurate information, answer questions, and connect 
Kansans to enrollment assistance from our certified team,” said Debbie Berndsen, Cover Kansas Navigator Project 
Director. 
 

The Cover Kansas team of 30 full-time Navigators will be available for in-person assistance for Kansans seeking help 
with the application and enrollment process during Open Enrollment – November 1 through December 15 – and 
Special Enrollment Periods for those who qualify due to life changes after Open Enrollment. The team also provides 
health insurance literacy and answers questions year-round.  
 

“The Cover Kansas team will maximize its impact by building on its five-years of strategic collaborations to 
enhance efforts to reach Kansans in need of health insurance,” said Berndsen. These collaborations include the 

statewide network of community health centers and primary care clinics that are already providing care to 
underserved communities, as well as hospitals and health departments, area agencies on aging, community 
mental health centers, sexual assault and domestic violence centers, chambers of commerce, faith-based 
organizations and more. “Additional partnerships are being developed with organizations that support hourly 
workers, variable income workers and the self-employed.”  
 
Open Enrollment will be November 1 - December 15, 2018. Navigators will begin scheduling appointments in mid-
October. Learn more and find a Navigator serving your area by visiting coverks.org or calling 2-1-1, or by visiting 
Healthcare.gov or calling the Health Insurance Marketplace at 800-318-2596. Find out what’s new and next by following 
Cover Kansas on Facebook and Twitter.  
 

### 
 

The Cover Kansas Navigator Project is administered by the Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved (KAMU) and supported by Funding 
Opportunity Number CA-NAV-18-001 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. The 
contents provided are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of HHS or any of its agencies. 
 
Additional funding is provided in part by the Kansas Health Foundation and the United Methodist Health Ministry Fund. 

 

http://www.coverks.org/
http://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/Cover-Kansas-534866209961885/
https://twitter.com/coverkansas
http://kansashealth.org/
http://www.healthfund.org/

